Freemasonry in Finland funds accumulated by Freemasons were handed over to the city of Helsinki to be used for the welfare of the poor. In 1822 the tsar ordered that Freemasonry should be banned in the Russian empire. Further additions to the ban were issued by the tsar in 1826 and 1848. Individual Freemasons nevertheless con tinued in secret to be members of lodges abroad.
Varieties of Freemasonry that worked with the higher degrees also reached Finland during the Swedish era. In 1777 the Phoenix lodge that conferred Andrew degrees was founded in Helsinki. The St. Andrew Phoenix lodge started its activities only in 1790, however. For the higher degrees the chapter lodge, Finska Capitlet (Finnish Chapter), was set up in Åbo/Turku in 1778. Its activities remained modest, however (Bergroth 1991; Ahtokari 2000; Bergroth 2006; Nyberg 2005) .
It may be noted that other orders and societies established a foothold in Finland during the period of union with Sweden. These included the Timmer mans orden (Order of Carpenters), the Arla Coldinu Order, and the Aurora Society. The Order of Carpenters, which was, allegedly, founded in England in 1522, was active in Viborg/Viipuri and Åbo/Turku. Some 500 persons, mainly officers and civil servants, belonged to the two lodges. The activities of the order were quite similar to those of Freemasonry and focused on the pastoral aspect. It had close links with the Swedish royal house. The Arla Coldinu order was founded in Sweden in 1765 and soon acquired lodges in Finland, e.g., in Viborg/ Viipuri. Charitable activities also formed part of its programme. It has revived its activities in Finland and still operates today. The Aurora Society was active primarily in Turku and operated in collaboration with the Swedish university, Åbo Akademi. It focused on culture and on overall education. Conse quently, it published the first newspaper in Finland, Tidningar utgifvne af et Sällskap i Åbo. A number of other orders and societies were founded towards the end of the eighteenth century in Finland. Many of them concentrated their atten tion on helping others but also on developing social life (Stenius 1987; Ahtokari 2000) .
The period of Russian rule meant, as we have already seen, that Freemasonry was discontinued. Nonetheless, some individual Freemasons met and dis cussed common topics of interest over a meal together. A somewhat strange memory of the Russian times was the visits paid to the grave of Major Fredrik Granatenhjelm in the Kajsaniemi Park in Helsinki. Granatenhjelm was a well known benefactor in the eighteenth century, and Freemasons organised his funeral in 1784 although he never was a Freemason. In the early twentieth century, it became the custom among Freemasons to lay a wreath on Gra naten hjelm's grave each year on 1 May, a custom that continues to this day. It was also decided to set up a society in his memory. In 1913 this was transformed into Granatenhjelms Stiftelse (The Granatenhjelm Foundation), which came
